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The President of the United States in the name of The Congress 
. takes pleasure in presenting the MEDAL OF HONOR to 

CAPTAIN WILLIAM L. MC GO NAGLE 
UNITED STATES NAVY 

for service as set forth in the following 

,CITATION: 

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life 
above and beyond the call of duty as Commanding Officer, USS LIBERTY 
(AGTR-5) in the Eastern Mediterranean on 8-9 June 1967. Sailing in 
international waters, the LIBERTY was attacked without warning by jet 
fighter aircraft and motor torpedo boats which inflicted many casualties 
among the crew and caused extreme damage to the ship. Although 
severely wounded during the first air attack, Captain (then Commander) 
McGonagle remained at his battle station on the badly damaged bridge 
and, with full knowledge of the seriousness of his wounds, subordinated 
his own welfare to the safety and survival of his command. Steadfastly 
refusing any treatment which would take him away from his post, he 
calmly continued to exercise firm command of his . ship. Despite 
continuous exposure to fire, he maneuvered his ship, directed its 
defense. supervised the control of flooding and fire, and saw to the care 
of the casualties. Captain McGonagle' s extraordinary valor under these 
conditions inspired the surviving members of the LIBERTY' screw, many 
of them seriously wounded, to heroic efforts to overcome the battle 
damage and keep the ship afloat. Subsequent to the attack, although in 
great pain and weak from the loss of blood, Captain McGonagle remained 
at his battle station and continued to conn his ship for more than 
seventeen hours. It was only afte r rendezvous with a United State s 
destroyer that he relinquished personal control of the LIBERTY and 
permitted himself to be removed from the bridge. Even then, he refused 
much needed medical attention until convinced that the seriously ·wounded 
among his crew had been treated. Captain M<.Gonagle' s superb profes.:. 
sionalism, courageous fighting spirit, and valiant leadership saved his 
ship and ma.1,1y lives. His actions sustain and enhance the finest traditions 
of the United States Naval Service. 

COP Y TO: CITATION FILES 

PERS 16 (4 ) 
ALL HA NDS 

fte f: Presented by sec Nav Ignatius during · 
ceremony at Wa,_shing ton Navy Yard on 

11 June 1968. 
FIDish File Pers--G2o 
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The President of the United States in the name of The Congress 
: takes pleasure in presenting the MEDAL OF HONOR to 

CAPTAIN WILLIAM L. MC GONAGLE 
UNITED ST ATES NA VY 

for service as set forth in the following 

,CITATION: 

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life 
above and beyond the call of duty as Commanding Officer, USS LIBERTY 
(AGTR - 5) in the Eastern Mediterranean on 8-9 June 1967. Sailing in 
international waters , the LIBERTY was attacked without warning by jet 
fighter aircraft and motor torpedo boats whichinflictedmany casualties 
among the crew and caused extreme damage to the ship. Although 
severely wounded during the first air attack, Captain (then Commander) 
McGonagle remained at his battle station on the badly damaged bridge 
and, with full knowledge of the seriousness of his wounds, subordinated 
his own welfare to the safety and survival of his command, Steadfastly 
refusing any treatment which would take him away from his post, he 
calmly continued to exercise firm command of his . ship, Despite 
continuous exposure to fire, he maneuvered his ship, directed its 
defense, supervised the control of flooding and fire, and saw to the care 
of the casualties. Captain McGonagle's extraordinary valor under thes~ 
conditions inspired the surviving members of the LIBERTY' screw, many 
of them seriously wounded, to heroic efforts to overcome the battle 
damage and keep the ship afloat, Subsequent to the attack, although in 
great pain and weak from the loss of blood, Captain McGonagle remained 
at his battle station and continued to conn his ship for more than 
seventeen hours . It was only after rendezvous with a United States 
destroyer that he relinquished personal control of the LIBERTY and 
permitted himself to be removed from the bridge, Even then, he refused 
much needed medical attention until convinced that the serious! y ·wounded 
among his crew had been treated. Captain MGGonagle's superb profes~ 
sionalism, courageous fighting spirit, and valiant leadership saved his 
ship and many lives, His actions sustain and enhance the finest traditions 
of the United States Naval Service, 

COPY TO: CITATION FILES ... 

PERS 16 (4) 
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Presented by sec Nav Ignatius dur ing 
ceremony at Wq.,shington Navy Yard on 
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The Pr esident of th,: Uniti2d Srnt-.:s in the name of The Cong:::..::s.::; 
tztk.cs pk<:ism:c in p:rc sc,.; ing tl-:-: rv1E DAL OF I-IO~OR tO 

CAPT AIN WILLIA\1 L. MCGONAGLE 
UNlTED STATES NAVY 

For co:1::-.;)icuous gnlLm try c1nd intrepidity at the ri sk of h: s ~_;_=~ 
:::.:)ov2 ,.i1j t12yond the: c:11101' duty as Commar..clin:;; Office r , USS LIDEir~·y 
( :\CT I, -5) :n rh,". Ec1 .s;:2:::n Me ciitcrr.:inc .. ,n on S-9 June 1967 . Sa~ lin~ :n 
: r:~'--':rn;~ ;: ~0 ;1 ~11 w~l~i·s , ti1 ,~ LIBERTY wa s nn;;..:kccl \Yi~h ou t warnin~ :)~' ~.:: t 

f i:;s'.,rs2r :: L·..:n,ft .t:·,(; ;;1otor torpedo boats whicl~ intlicrcdr,1811y C8 suali:! .:: s 
.. ~=~·.ong ::1.:.- er<.· -.·: ::::~d c~usc:c extrc•;ne d.:u.1~,~::..::: to the ship . 1\ ltho ... <;'.1 
-. :i- , ~ ~ .. - 1 \ ' \ \'O''r' -l -1•1 -- .: -1,- t11r..• f1·-· st "l. "' '" ~t-·1 ... ,~ c --,,-t .. , :1, {1-l- ..,,1 Cc)rn·na1~c1 J·("° ) :::i\...,_; .l. <.: J. . · L" •'· •', "L:L..:.,J ~1 ,c .l. o J.. c,h, Lr.. , ' "lJ<:J ,\ .t , C ; ;J • ' ~~ 
:'. :(~Go;·:c::;le ::::--:: 1 ·,;i in,~d 8t his battle stnLion on th ,.:: bc:d1y d:1maged brid::';~: 
.·,:,J , wiLh fl.:~' kr1CJwlcclgc of the serim;snc.ss of his wounc1s , subordin:-ncd 
:·.ls own wc lfor..:: to the sak ty c1nd surviv:11 of hi s cor. mand . Steadfas :ly 
.: ... <L'si:1:; any t reatment wh ich would take him away from his pos t, h.:: 
c ,:; mly continu-2 d to exercise firm comm acci of his shjp. Dcs;:cc 
co;-iti1:Lous exposure to fi re , he m.aneuvcred his ship, directed its 
.:.: ...: f12nsc , supervised the control of flooding and fire , and s aw to the c t::re 
o:' t!1.: -:: asualties . C<lptain !'-,1cC.:inn:?;1e 's extraordinary valor under t:-1e:se 
conditi or:s in spi:cecl the surviving membc~s of the LI BERTY' screw, r;, ;_1 ;1y 

o: thorn se1·iously wound~d , to heroic efforts to overcome the· l, e1 u:le 
d2mas2 ,,r.d keep the ship afloat. Subse qu.;nt to the attack, al thoug;;-i 5.n 
:;:i:eat pa ir. :: cd w2a'.( i:i . .-om the loss of blood, Captain JvicGon 2..gle r-2mair.~d 
at his battle statio:1 and co:-itinucd to conn his ship for mor;2: than 
s-:vc-r. te:cn hOi .. :t.s . It was only o.fwr rendezvous with a Uni te cl S t8.tC'.S 

c:.:..:.s troy-.::::.· th ,:t h~ relinc:uishcd personal cont::ol of the LIBERTY o.nd 
r, 2:c..-ni~t2c1 himself to be r~n10ved from the bridge . Even the n, he rcfus.::: d 
much r.c2c'.ed i:1~di cnl attentio,1 u;-itil convinced tha t the seriou s ly \Vot.mc\::d · 
~ .. :101:g his ci·c:w hc,d been trl'.:ated . Cap~ain McGoriagle ' s superb pro:es 
slonali sr,1, cour2.;;eous fig-hti:.1g spi r it, and valiant leadership saved his 
s hip ,,nj r.1 a:1y lives . His actiO!lS s ustain and enhance the fine s t trad:.tions 
of th0 U:1it-::d Sta tes ~aval S8rvice. 
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/:t.· . -~ . The Pres'id~iii ~of · th~:~n"t'rJ ·s· tate~ i~'"tbe harr;e of~~-, C<>~g·te. ~.'s'>\/' 
,.,, .. ,"l,•.1_,,(, ·,' " •• 1' • ·' -~,. I) .. ·,:. 

?~4( _ .. takes pleasure in presenting the:-MEDAt?OF~_}JONOR to/' l,,_ ·· · · ·· .. ~··. /: ·::,· 
:-~~·\'.!~~:,· . ,•,· .... · .. ~-::~:.i::~'.;!•:_... \ • . . ..:-~··. '·_ ... , .. ·•.''" ;~.{,·:, .. , ~-.. .. ":':~ :t 
f . ;:/ · CAPTAIN WILLIAM "L~-', MC GONAGLE ~<:) ·.:-, 

:( _ :·:· . · UNITED STA'I'.ES ·; NAVY 
1
\_ : ., 

:, ·.. · for .s~1-vice as set fore.; in the following ;,_'_;'. t;i ,-,•:·._ , · · · ·· 
,'. :: ~- .. .. _~ .. , ~ . . :' ~ 

·,:: · CITATION· .. .:'.t•:-··4r:;,; f<>' ' _,:,.: 
~};,{\:. · . _ · F ~r'~ ~onspicuous grillantry)~Hi:~~~~pidit/ iAt -~he : ~isk of hti/~-ii~.- .: · · · '> 

above and beyond the call of dutyasCon.iµlanding '. Officer, USS LIBEllTY · .. :. :/. 
A.,{;:. . ( AGTR-5} in the Easc~rn Medite~~~~ ._.on 8-9 -June 196 7. Sailing m _.' ~: ... , 

int\.!rnarional warer·s, the LIBERTY:'.w~s.)tt'ncked \vithout warning hi j.et 
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fighter ajrcraft and :motor torpedo boati which inflicted many .casualti¢~ 
~mong the crt.: w and caused extreme ~:damage to the ship. Although 

t I ! . ' • • • • • 

severely wour.d-.;O during the first ::aiI'. . attack, Cc1ptain (then Commander) 
:/ cGonagle r~mained at his battle:~siiltlon on the badly damaged bridge 
.:md, With ft:11 knowledge of the seriOU$iless of his ·wounds, subordinated 
his own welfare to the safety and _survival.- of Ms 'ct>mmand. Steadfa.~tly 
refusing any treatment which WOt1ld _; ta·~e him away ;from hH,·post. r,e 
calmly continued to exercise firm _' 'crimmand · 9f his · ship. 0-:!spite 
continuous e>..-posure to fire-1 ·he .. ihah¢uvered his ··_·ship, · directed its 
ddense , supervised the control of flooding.and fire/ and saw to the ·care . 
o~ _the casualties. Captain McGonag;le~~-'j;xu·aordina;:y valor under.~hese 
conditions inspired the survivingm~tl'\~_r$:of.the ~ . . · ◄ ,RTY's crewi· rr.any 
of them seri6usly wounded, to n~rotc, _efforts · . - ercome th~ _baule . 
damage and keep the ship afloat. 'Sub~equent to ; ,!attack, althQugh in : 
great pain and weak from. t~e loss_ ofblpod, Captairi% ,,! eGonagle remained 
at his battle- station and continu~d·;-· to:· conn hflf' ship for moi;e than 
s~vcntcen hours. It was only after :reridczvoui-\ vith a Unite~ State s 
dcstroyl!:::.-- that he relinquished personal . contr ol of the LIBERTY and 
p~rmined himself to be removed from the bridge. Even then, he refused 
much needed medical attention until convinced that the seriously wounded:· 
.:.:-.iong his crew had been treated. Captain McGonagle's superb profes
sionalism, courageous fighting spirit, and valiant-leadership saved his 
ship ~nd many lives.Hisactionssustainandenhance-the finest traditions 
of the Unit~d States Naval Service. · · · · · · ·· 
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DEPAR TM EN T O F THE NAVY 
OFFI CE OF TH E SE CRE rARY 

WASHINGTON, 0. C . 20350 

Mi<MOl\'\J\fDU>[ F'OH 11 li}; EY:ECJ'l'IVr•= J\8ST:i'i'/\J'.1. Nrn ITI\.Vf,L JUDE 
TO 'I'lIE CllJEJt' C)l,' Hf\.V/iL OPEP/\'l'IOHS 

J . ·t,· P1·•· · ·._;c,n"__; ;i:::1s approvt1d ti1c ;_ 1 vTard of -tr;e 1- .. e.:cl,;l 
01 ;;1~·LOL' t:.,, c,,pta·,n \PlL .. arn L . 1-lcConagle, lJ,Sj,J, ar..d a.s 
l'ccrncs (_,r;c] li .'r the :-·peel al Ac,s_:__,:3tartt to tne Secretary of 
Def,-i,...::•=', tl ie Secretary of tll'=' 1:a·1y 1·,_i_ll rna}-:.e the 
presC'i, tat ion . 

2 . Ti.e dates 11 , 19, or 26 June , on 1.'hich the pre 
ser:tation \:ould be made, have been submitted to OSD 
for clearance . Hm·1ever: clearance l1a.s not been received 
to date . Because of th~ proz~mlty of these dates , we 
should commence planninc for this presentation . 

3 . In -3.ccordance with past p1~act_:__ces for :Vledal of Honor 
presentations , it is re~uested that the necessary actions 
be accomplished on the follo"·:ing : 

a . Development of a sct1edule o~" events for the 
cere~ony . The Chief of Naval Operations is invited to 
read the citation as part of the ceremony . 

b . Pr epa ration of recommended guest list . 

c . Pr eparation for signature by the Secretary of 
the Navy of invj_tations to government sponsored guests, 
members of Congress and other distinguished guests as 
approp r iate . 

d . Preparation of remarks to be de l ivered by the 
Se c retary of the Navy . 

FOR OFFICIAL USE Ol'JLY 
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1· . P1 ·cpacalic,n of a pre,;::;;_:; J,:iL . (J~ubUc unnrJLmcerne:r,i: 
of Lill:· p i' ( ::cntuLion vdJJ not b rnud1 vri.thouL O.C'.D(PJ\) 
l'.l1•ctr:.t111:1: . ) 

Prcp:u·a L Len of it.Lnt.:ra.cy fuL· govc:rnrnETlt spon;.:;ore::d 

1: . cit ur' the above actL011:~ sllculcl be coorcHnatr=-d o:c 
clcar~·d 1:iLtl1 U1L::; office as appropriate . 

Very respectf·ully, 

Colonel , Marine Corps 
Special Assistant and 

Marine Corps Aide to 
The Sec r etary of the Navy 

2 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

r-,,,.........,_ 
0 ' 



.. 
I 

PROPOSED RE:MARKS BY 
HONORABLE PAUL R. IGNATIUS 
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 
PRESENTATION OF MEDAL OF HONOR TO 
CAPTAIN WILLIAM L. McGONAGLE, U.S. NAVY 
TUESDAY, 11 JUNE 1968 

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

I am pleased to have you join me today for the 

presentation of the nation's highest award for heroism to 

an individual who has demonstrated extraordinary gallantry 

in carrying out his responsibilities of command. 

Captain McGonagle was the Commanding Officer of the 

technical research ship USS LIBERTY, whi ch on 8 June 1967 

was attacked in international waters in the Eastern 

Mediterranean. Although severely wounded as a result of 

the fir~t of several attacks by jet fighters, Captain McGonagle 

remained at his battle station on the badly damaged bridge, 

resisting medical attention until convinced that other or more 

seriously wounded among his crew had been treated and that 

his command would survive. Although weak from the loss of 

blood and in great pain, Captain McGonagle remained on the 

bridge for 17 hours in order to conn his ship. He was there 

through follow-on air artacks and a torpedo attack by motor 

torpedo boats. He directed the maneuvering and defense of 

his ship and the control of fires and flooding that occurred, 

as well as the prompt and effective care of wounded . 

Captain McGonagle was responsible for saving the lives 

of many of his crew and for saving his ship. 

- & . \ 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

JCSM-655-67 

24 November 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 

Subject: Recommendation for Award of th-~ Medal of Honor 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff have reviewed the attached 

recommendation for the award of the Medal of Honor in the case 

of Commander William L. McGonagle, USN, and recommend appro val . 

Attachment 

FOR 

For the Joint Chiefs of Staff : 

~4.tJ~ 
EARLE G .' WHEELER 

Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staf f 



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
WASHINGTON , o . c . Z.03~0 

Honorable Jacob K. Javits 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Senator Javits: 

SECNAV 
NDBDM/GJM/pam 
Ser: 18 5 3 

2 4 NOV 1969 

This is in response to your inquiry of 29 October 1969, on 
behalf of Michael B. CIRCUS, which was referred to this office for 
reply. 

Mr. CIRCUS correctly states the essential portion of the law 
authorizing the President of the United States to award the Medal of 
Honor. The Department of the Navy construed condition (2) of the 
law (while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an 
opposing foreign force) to be broad enough to cover the USS LIBERTY 
incident. The Secretary of the Navy, therefore, recommended to the 
Secretary of Defense that the award of the Medal of Honor to Captain 
MC GONGIB be approved. No special legislation was passed for 
this award. 

Senior Member, Navy Department 
Board of Decorations and Medals 
Washington, D. C. 20370 

Encl 

if( 
--------s. R. BROWN I Jr. 

Rear Admiral, USN (Retired) 
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TO 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. to 
MAY 1982 EDITION 
GSA FPMR ('1 CFR) 101-11,I 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
Pers 

FROM Pers-G 

Pers-G25 00MB/kc 
DATE: JUN s 

SUBJECT: Medal of Honor; Awarded to Captain William L. MCGONAGLE, USN 

Encl (1) Copy of Citation 

1. Arrangements are now being made for presentation of the Medal of Honor 
awarded to Captain McGonagle for action shown in enclosure (1). The 
presentation will be made by the Secretary of the Navy at the Washington 
Navy Yard 1130, 11 June 1968. 

Very respectfully, 

1.:w:: 
As,:,.11:; • '1t Chief fo1 Mor le Services 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 



CAPI'AIN WillIAM L. McGONAGlE J UNITED STATES NAVY 

.... 
Wi l liam Loren McGonagle was born in Wichita, Kansas, on November 

19, 1925 . He attended Coachella Valley ( California ) Union.High School, 
pr ior t o entering the University of Redlands , Redlands , California, where 
he was a member of the V-12 Program. In October 1945 he transferred 
t o the University of southern California at Los Angeles , f rom which he 
r ece i ved a Bachelor of Arts degree in History in June 1947 . While there ' 
he was a member of the Naval Reserve Officers Training corps Unit and 
upon graduation was commissioned Ensign . He subsequently advanced in 
r ank, a ttaining that of Captain, to date from October 2, 1967 . 

In J ul y 1947 he j oined the USS FRANK KNOX (DDR-742 ) , and f rom 
April t o June 1950 had duty as Assistant Engineering Officer in the 
USS PARTRIDGE (AMS-31). He then joined the USS KITE ( AMS-22) , in 
which he served as Executive Officer, Engineering Officer, e.nd Gunnery 
Officer . Whil e on board that minesweeper, he participated in combat 
minesweeping patrols in Korean waters and is entitled to the Ribbon 
f or, and a facsimile of the Presidential Unit Citat~on awarded the 
KITE . ,, 

Detached f r om the KITE in August 1951, he attended the Electronic s 
Material Officers ' Course at the U. s . Naval School (Electronics ), 
Treasure I sland, San Francisco, California . In January 1952 he was 
assigned to the U. S . Naval Advanced Base, Bremerhaven, Germany, as 
Weser River Pat rol Engineering Officer . I n addition, he was Officer 
in Charge of the "M" boats-six German built and manned minesweepers 
and t he "R" boats-twel ve German built and manned motor minesweepers . 
These minesweepers were engaged in clearing and check sweeping_in the 
Balti c a nd Nort h sea f or mines planted in world war II t o open com
mer c ial sea lanes and destroy hazards to navigation . 

From August 1953 to December 1954 he was Personnel Officer and 
Administrative Assistant at the U. s . Naval Communication station, 
Phil ade l phia, Pennsyl vania, and in January 1955 joined the USS 
ROCHESTER (CA-124), in which he served as First Lieutenant, Officer 
of t he Deck Underway, and Command Duty Officer . In February 1957 he 
a ssumed command of the USS MATACO (ATF-86 ). 

In J anuar y 1959 he was assigned to t he Naval Reserve Officers 
Training Corps Unit at t he University of Idaho at Moscow, as an In
structor in Naval weapons Operations and Tactics , and Naval Leader
ship. While in t hat assignment he received a Bache l or of Science de
gr ee in Educat ion from t hat University . From July 1961 to September 
1963 he commanded the USS RECLAIMER ( ARS- 42 ), then joined the staff 
of Commander Service Force , U. s . Pacific Fleet as Current Operations 
Offi cer. In April 1966 he assumed command of the USS LI BERTY ( AGTR-5). 
He was in command of the LIBERTY when she was attacked and damaged by 
Israel i pl anes and patrol craft off Egypt ' s Sinai peninsula in June 
1967. He was awarded t he Medal of Honor and c ited as .follows : 



Capt. W. L. ·McGonagle, USN page 2 

. "For conspicuous gall antry and intrepidity at the risk of 
his life above and beyond the call of duty as cornwa,nding Officer, 

. USS LIBERTY ( AGTR-5) in the Eastern Mediterranean on Jlme 8-9, 1967. 
Sailing in international waters, the LIBERTY was attacked without 
warning by jet fighter aircraft and motor torpedo boats whi'ch inflicted 
many casualties among the crew and caused extreme damage to the ship. 
Although severely wounded during the first air attack, (he) remained 
at his battle station on the badly damaged bridge and, with full 
knowledge of the seriousness of his wounds, subordinated his own wel
fare to the safety and survival of his command . · steadfastly refusing 
any treatment which would take him away from his post, he ca.IBlly con
tinued to exercise firm command of his ship. Despite continuous ex
posure to fire, he maneuvered his ship, directed its defense, supervised 
the control of floodin.g and fire, and saw to the care of the casualties. 
(His) extraordinary valor under these conditions inspired the surviving 
members of the LIBERI'Y's crew, many of them seriously wounded, to 
heroic effects to overcome the battle damage and keep the ship afloat. 
Subsequent to the attack, although in great pain and weak from the 
loss of blood, (he) remained at his battle station and continued to 
conn his ship for more than seventeen hours, It was"- only after·•rendez
vous with a United states destroyer that he relinquished personal 
control of the LIBERTY and permitted himself to be removed from the 
bridge . Even then, he refused much needed medical attention until con
vinced that the seriously wounded among his crew had been treated, •• " 

He was also awarded the Purple Heart Medal for wounds received 
during this action. 

In November 1967 he reported as P_rospective Commanding Officer of 
the USS _KIIAUEA (AE-26), building at the General Dynamics Corporation, 
Quincy Division, Quincy, Massachusetts. 

-
In addition to the Medal of Honor, the Purple Heart Medal and 

the Presidential Unit Citation Ribbon, Captain McGonagle has the .Ameri
can Campaign Medal; world war II Victory Medal; Navy occupation service 
Medal, Europe and Asia Clasps; China Service Medal (extended); National 
Defense service Medal with bronze star; Korean service Medal with one 
silver star and one bronze star (six operations); United Nations Ser
vice Medal and the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (Taiwan); He is 
also entitled to the Republic of Korea Presidential Unit Citation Bad~e . 

He is married to the former E. Jean Stoneham of ,Glendale, California, 
and they have three children, Cindy Lou, sandra sue, and William 
Loren McGonagle, Jr. His official home address is Coachella, California. 

NAVY - Office of Information 
Internal Relations Division (OI-43O) 
11 June 1968 



BIOGRAPHICAL TIATA 

Captain William Loren Mc Gonagle, USN, 494467/1100 

Date of birth: 19 November 1925 

Place of birth: Wichita, Kansas 

Religion: Protestant 

Next of kin: 

Wife: Mrs. Emma J. McGonagle 
22 Bancroft Road 
Cohasset, Massachusetts 

Children: Cindy Lou McGonagle (daughter) 
Sandra Sue McGonagle (daughter) 
William L. McGonagle, Jr. (son) 

(address same as above) 

Parents: Deceased 

Sister: Mrs. Ralph Ogden 
2209 W. Lincoln 
Long Beach, California 

Brother: Alvan E. McGonagle 
Box 66, Route 4 
Stevens Point, Wisconsin 

Schools: Coachella Valley Union High School, Coachella, California 
University of Redlands, Redlands, California 
University of Southern California, Los Angeles, California 

BA (History) 
University of Idaho BS (Education) 

Summary of Service 

28 January 1944 - 25 September 1946 Enlisted member, USNR 
26 September 1946 - 13 June 1947 Midshipman, USNR 
14 June 1947 - Ensign, USN 
6 June 1950 - Lieutenant Junior Grade 
1 July 1953 - Lieutenant 
1 July 1958 - Lieutenant Commander 
1 July 1963 - Commander 
2 October 1967 - Captain 

Duty Station 

USS FRANK KNOX (DDR-742) 
Asst Engineering, Damage Control 

Officer 

USS PARTRIDGE (AMS-31) 
Asst Engineering Officer 

From 

Sep 1947 

Apr 1950 

To 

Apr 1950 

June 1950 



USS KITE (.AMS-22) 
Engineering Officer 

Naval Advanced Base, 
Bremerhaven, Germany 

OIG, M-Glass Minesweepers 

Naval Communication Station, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Adm.in Asst Officer 

USS ROCHESTER. (CA-124) 
First Lieutenant 

USS MATACO (ATF-86) 
Commanding Officer 

University of Idaho 
Naval Weapons Instructor 

USS RECLAIMER (ARS-42) 
Commanding Officer 

Staff, Commander Service Force, 
U.S. Pacific Fleet 
Current Operations Officer 

USS LIBERTY (AGTR-5) 
Commanding Officer 

USS KILAUEA (AE-26) 
Prospective Commanding Officer 

June 1950 

Jan 1952 

Aug 1953 

Jan 1955 

Feb 1957 

Jan 1959 

Jul 1961 

Oct 1963 

Apr 1966 

Nov 1967 

Decorations and Medals 

Purple Heart 
Presidential Unit Citation 

awarded the USS KITE (.AMS-22) 
American Campaign Medal 
World War II Victory Medal 
Navy Occupation Service Medal with 

"Asia" and "Europe" clasps 
China Service Medal 
National Defense Service Medal 
Korean Service Medal 
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (Taiwan) 
United Nations Service Medal 
Korean Presidential Unit Citation 

Aug 1951 

Jul 1953 

Nov 1954 

Jan 1957 

Jan 1959 

Jun 1961 

Jul 1963 

Feb 1966 

Oct 1967 

present 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D . C . 203!50 

Qpri ti Ci 



: Chifo a 
Cap ai i 
Prospe 

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL 

WASHINGTON . D.C. 20370 

USS 26) 
Gener ics 
97 ~ tree 

inc sachusetts 02619 

IN REPL Y REFER T O 

ers-025-MB/js 
494467/1100 

bj: .A: lication r r enrollment 
f rwarding of 

Medal of Bo or Roll; 

els (1) Copy r i le 38, See. 560, 561, 562 as ntied by 
PL 89-311 approved 31 Oet 196$ 

(2) A lica io tor ollment on edal of onor Roll 
(DD o 1369) (2) 

l. closur (1) is fo ard d r, r infor ion. 

2. In accordance with th provisions of Public La: 89-311 yo are 
enti led o be n.rolled on he Medal of Honor Roll and to reeei the 
ace panying n ion or 100 r onth, hould you elec to recei 
it. Pl ase c ple e (in duplica e) enclosure (2), the plication 
fo , d re ur bo h copies by air mail to the Chief of a al Personnel 
(A tn: Pers-025), indicating a follovst 

(a} ether or o yo desire to be placed on he a Medal 
of onor Roll, d 

(b) e her or not yo desire to acce t th 100 per onth 
pension. { Election at thi time not to recei e th 
pension doe no eclude your elec ion at so future 
da: e to recei i , should yo decide to rever your 
ecisio .) 

3. U on reeeip of :,our co pleted a lication (in plicate}, nd 
after rifieatio thereof, your e will be plae d the edal of 
Honor oll. If you elect to rec i the pension, t Chief or aval 
Personnel vill ro tly certify your eligibili y to the eterans 
.ldmini tra: ion for pa, n of 100 r on h • 

• L. v ....... , ... ~NS 
By direction 
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Prepared b7 M. H. BARNS ( G-25) 
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JUN 5 
19 

roa: bief of val euormel 
o: Adlltnt•tratlve fftce 

Navy p&rt.M.nt (Ccaptroller) 
•• t n, I). C. 

u j: i-esentatto of 
us 

l of nor to Captain Uliaa L. C 00 i.a. 

I 1: (1) tanda d o 1034 

f the United tat•• ha• aw. ded t 
• , United ta.tee vy. o ration 

wit of the Navy U June 196 at ttMa 
• • c. C4ptai 

f i on. They Vi 
Jun aated v n.g u . In loeure 
(l} 

of 

• • Gonaal• < vi f •> 
Gona le (dauahter ) 
eGona 1• (da ht•> 

1111 L. cGo gl•, Jr •• (aon) 

ly will at e 

'-'Qlll8ttrcial Air froa Boato I Ha busetta to aabt ton D. C. 
return. £st. coat 216.00 

t'S. 
1 Ai 

and return. • 

nd orotber-1 •law) 
alif rnJa to ••bin ton • 

Mr. and .ra. Alvan • cGonaal• (brother and f at•r•i •law) 
CoaNrcial Air from tevens oint, i onat to W bi to • C. 

eturn. It cost 260.00 

r. and •· V. cGonaal• (brother and st,ter•tn•l w) 
Coamercta1 Air fr , ltlaboll,a to shi ton • C. nc1 

return. at. .00 

ff. L. JI IIClN 
di tio 



QWICUL U OILY 

RuPN: ot rs rd!:t1ea tor am:4 or Mfdal 0t !Joa?t 
i Vill!aa ~r,...,. MISCiOJQ9.gle 

at tJJae ot a lmu "•a•uJdv, UnS.tad statM v 

ext of tinl 1- MOCiOSlllJIU 
204 Ou: Gl'0'8 

l't'olk, V;J,:r'l!l~i.a 

c~ MOUcma,cl• ( da ter) 

BaDG:N Sue MoGoaagl• ( da; t.ft) 

• ....,,...,...ia LoNr1 MOUOD&, •• Jr., (80n} 

ts· 
153/2100 

mu.o/uoo 
c, , 588495/41.0S 

Penonavboa• • Sent • tor vl:doh NC110fl!Zt.1tion 
t'>tll"Arn:ml Na,onae. 

Coll4J.tw RS\!£ :mi& act •• P!t(OJ'Ml! 

Lo t10D t LDIEm~ ( w. • 
or 

ta, J 1967 

Host.lle aitlon I ted at.ta bJ to!'eign aircraft and 
torpedo lmte dlU"~ the AJ"ab-lma.•11 bo8tillt.1u 

Def an eituation: LIBIBTI • -•.a.gu,- rem.de OOJlaUILiOllt.lOD.8 
cU1Uea tf)r tbN& e4 u. 111 at 

~u •• .~ .... 1':rca 

amttn dffsiRtwn ot ~ ~• 
On S Ju. 1967, at a iad.ateq l205Z, U LIBERfl' • abjected to an 
unpJl'OYObd attack bJ' to, ... - .... u.. &1rcn.tl a:>tor torpedo boate. During 
the OOUl'M or the• attacke, USS LIBIRff autterecl •Jor ide a• 

trt.rafing a~:ra..... , Mrioue hull dulage aaldlhipa troa a direct 
--~ hit, TY' oa tie the C'1'8W. 

POR OfflCUL U ONLY 



OfflCliLUSIOULY 

In au •rl.7 phue ot ~ air attaou, 04: 1 na.i-~. Cc Dd1ng 
Ottiov of U LIBmT, vh1le at h1a battle trtation on tb.11 bridge, 
•• aeri, 17 vom1ded 1n tu r t th1p. by st1"&1"1nc. In apS:te ot hi• 
VOllDd,I, Ct. s ::::dtrr HoQcmagle rw.tntd on tu bridge, ~ tin ~ 
and and nbordinat.ina h1a ovn need tor Md!.aal tnatMnt 1D the 1nttlrN\ 
ot th-. •t9'1' and Rni•l or hie ab! and °""• 1>leNgud1ng h1a own atety 
and at., and dNpite OODUnuou a:po ... to hoatile .t11"e d1D'ing the 001U'N 
or attaob, he naas.d at b1a battle station to~ hi«J 9b1p and 
c!iNct 1\a &ltenae. lie J'tlllltld his cie and -....cie-4 cslo• per'dalon ot 
daag• oon\rol .rtone. ln8p1Nd b;y penona.l lmllm>l• of C.: ndw 
MOGcmagl.e' lor unt1ar direct OOl'loerted &ttaok, the offloen and Mn 
of USS I,IBIRT'Y: l'NpODd-4 huoi•l.:q and ~ to hie ~ ow and 

the needs ot tbe1r ahlp. The,' oonf"intd the l:tood1na to • ••• 
dbeotl,7 &tfened the torpedo detcaticm, quiokJT ooat.a!n-4 pottrit1al]¥ 
Nrlou t1Nla, caNd tor \he N:l'ioua •amltiea aong their ""4i-tea and 
etteoted Mlrgalq repaln to T1 etruotunl u4 equ1i-nt daage. 

SU'bMClutn\. to the attacu, alWIUU&D 111 peat pain weak t'roll loae ot 
blood, Ooaander McGonagle l'tllllined on the bridge ~ut the dq and 
~ night. ~ only m.ed1 1 tree.'UM!Dt vbiah he aoq_tduoed vhlle 
at hia batt.1• stat.ion • t.be a ll tion. ot & tourniquet.. Dupite h18 
oonditio , he couatulJ.T aapl~ the baaio eltMnta ot pror ... 1ona1 
.-anahip, 1n th9 b ce of eucb •ophiatiaa aide aa n.dar and 
aroacopu, 1n ~n1ng h11 orippled eh! to a nindesvoua td.th hi~ 
foNU. At tiaN, • continue4 to conn hi• ahip vhile l71ng Qll hie be.ak 
vi hie lega elen.i.ct to aSn11dN bleeding. ot until an.er ~ 

e.f't'ect vi th a trn1t t.. ra,er, re than eenntec 
holU"II a.tter ta tir t attack, did \IQlilli-.a~ oGoxlagl• rel:1nqui Pfl110tMll 

trol and pend.\ hiJlfflf' to bl l'~ the bridge of ahip. 
the, h re.tued mu.oh needed udical treatment to hia on voUllda 

condition tU oonrlnced t the Mriouaq \IOllinc1t1tc1 and inJ 
.-ol:Mt h1a CNV ived ll8di 1 t.tent1cn .. 

R OfflCliL U ONLY 



OFFic.:: o .-- Tr:..:::: c.- .. .:.-- 0~ ~t .VAL G P2RAI ICNS 

OP- on :._ l/ cc:-.. 
Ser 20S.0PG9Bl 

,.., • · · 

Subject: Propose d Gu2s t L:. s ;: for ::-;edal o:: Eo r-.or ?resen t ati or. or. 
11 June 1968 

1. It is recommended that tl-.e follo-1..:.~--..::_; :,e; invice;d as guesc s of tr.e 
Secretary of the Navy for th2 ::-reclal of EJno:..· (>;.JH) pr 2senta;:ion to 
Cap t ain William L. Mc Gonagle , uS:J , :for:-::.:::: co:r'2ar.ding officer of the 
USS LIB ERTY (AGTR 5). 

a . 

b . 

Off icial Gt:ests 

(1) Secretary of Deie~se 
(2) 
( 3) 
(4) 

Deputy Secr etar y o = ~0fe~se 
under Sec::-eta::- y of t:ie l,avy 
The Chai-::- man Joint c:-,iets o:: 

(5) Chie f of St.::.ff Ar~y 
(6) Chief of Naval O~e::-a~ions 

Staff 

(7) Commandant of t he :<2rine Corps 
(8) Chi ef of Staff Air For ce 
(9) Vice Chief of Naval O?erations 
(10) Chi ef of Naval Personnel 
(11) Chief of Legislative Affairs 
(12) Chief of I nfor ~a tio~ 
(13) Chi ef of Chapla:'..ns (RADM Kelley) 
(14) Co mmandant Nava l District Wash i ngton 
(15) Coir.r:.ander in Chief, U.S . Atlant ::..c Fleet 
(16) Co mman der Service Force , U.S . Atl antic Fleet 
(17) Deputy Chi ef of NQval 09crQtions (Plans and Pol icy) 
(1 8) Assis tant Ch ief of Kaval Operations (Communications) 
(19) Diyector of Pol::.tico - :VIil itary Policy Division for t he 

Chief of Nava l Operations 
(20) Deputy Chief of ~aval Operation s (Fleet Opera tions and 

Readiness) 
(21) Assistant Chief o f Naval 
~'l) ~ CG,..,~ Jx,.__.J~ 
Congre;s & nal Gue sts 

Ouerations (Int elligence) 
l~~~\ 

(1) Senators Richard B. Russell (Georgia) Chairman, Sena te 
Ar med Ser v ices Co~mi tt ee 
:Margaret Chase Smith (~h ine) Senior Republican, 
Senat2 Ar med Services Co mmi ttee 
Geor ge }~rphy (California) 
Thomas Kuchel (California) 



OP - O9311/ c dh 
Ser 2OS9P09Bl 

(2) Repres e nta t ives L. Xenc.c::. Rivc.-r-s (Sout\ Ca r olina), Cht1.irman, 

c. Immediate Fauily 

:-:ot1.sc Ar:-:.e.d Sc:-viccs Committee 
TT ~ 7 11- ..,.,., µ p-, '-r,c c:--,..,S""chn setts) 1\ . • _ ... C..L . _ ._ e, ..:..)1 ..l. l_ C,...,;i .i.1-: t. VG . i. ~r,..... -

?-.c:_:nblic::c1, I-10 1.J.se A::-:ncd Services 
:o:,:, B. T:..i.nney (Cc.lifo:".'nia) 

(1) Mrs. Emma S. ~cGon-"sgle C:'.::e) 
(2) Cindy Lou :McGonag:..s (D2-q:;i-_:_er) 
(3) Sandra Sue i:'-,cGon-"-::<-e (:; 2. •---~~,'c.cr) 
(4) William L. :~~o~~~le (Sen) 

22 Bancroft Roa2 
So::l.2sset, r':'J.ssacr.L..se4:~s 

(5) Ver. Ex I'::-s. Ralph C0 c.e '..1 (S:'.s'c.e:::- , 
2209 West Lincoln 
Loc1~ Beach, ca::.:'.~o r~:'.a 

(6) ?:-I!:' . 6, Y.::-s . A:.-/2--:-.. =• :,:-:Gon2_gle (E::::-o'::r_er) 
:Sox 66, Roi..:te 4 
S t evens ?oin':: , ~:'.ccons:'.n 

(7) ::-:r " & r-::-s. V . K. ::cGo n2_::;::.e (:S:::-o:.::,e :::-) 
152~ South G~th A~ c nuc, ~&st 
Tt1.~ sa , 0kl2.r..or.:a 

Senio-r
Commit tee 

(1) :::-:rs . P. ?:-!. A:::-:.'s '.:::::-o n:; (T-~:'.::e o:c: LC:".. '=' :M . Armstrong, deceased ) 
:i..3 l Cayu;:;a Ro.'.ld 
Virginia Beach, Virginia 

(2) I JCI;?" D,:1vid 5 " :..,c\•~:.s ~ "CS;~ 
(3) :.icJ)R. r'";au.r-y T_- Bc:i::.ct , -cs~ 
( /·.) ~_;~ ::'~ichr.i.rd :: o :(i.s~0.:: ~ us:\3. 
(5 ) LTJG D2..vid G. Lccc,s, i:.;s;_,r2, 
(6) J½:XC Rich2_:".'d J. ;:.:::-oc:zs , 1..:-SX 
( 7) mrr Thomas L. V&':',Clca-,1e , US_1 

(8) :NZ ~art in D. Pc~•;lcC:.;::-.c, '.:Si.\° 
(9) YN3 Virgil L. B::::-o~·n.:::ie~_d , uSX 
(10) SFY3 Demoi~ Duilic, ~S~ 

2 . Your ap:;,rov2l o:': t:-le above ~ eco:7:~enC.2..tio~s ~~s r equested . 

P. E. f l/\RTl\1l\ i\ N 
A:sistant Vice Chief ol N~v,11 Opcrntior :. 

Director of Naval Ad'llinistrat ion 
I 

I 



MEDAL OF HONOR PRESENTATION 

11 June 1968 

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

1. At 1100 ~ All personnel a nd equipment are in position for conducting 
the ceremony. 

2. At 1115 - All invited guests are s eat ed. SECNAV, CNO, Captain 
Mcgonag le and family a nd Admira l Loughlin will assemble at Tingey House. 
After SECNAV meets fanli ly, Comman da t, NDW aide escorts ! mi ly to their 
seats. 

3. At 1128 - The Official Party (SECNAV, CNO, Commandant, NDW, Chief 
of Chaplai ns, Capta in McGonagle) de parts Ti nge y House a nd the Bugler sounds 
ATTENTION. 

4. At 1130 - The Of fic ial Party ente r s t he park from the quarterdeck 
and the followi ng s equence t a kes place: 

a. SECNAV, CNO, a nd Admi ral Loughli n t ake position one for SECNAV 
Honor s. 

b. Ca ptain McGonag le is escor ted t o the pla tform. 

c. Upon c orrt i1.e tio11 of Honor s , SECNA V, CNO, and Admiral Loughlin 
proceed to t he pla tform . Off ici a l Party mou nts platform . 

d. Na tiona l Anthem is pla yed. 

e. Comm.and:rnt, NDW i.n troduces SECN.I\.V who makes appr opriat e r ema rks . 
CNO reads t he cita tion . The Meda l of Honor is handed to SECNAV in its 
case: SECNAV presents the Meda l of Honor to Capta i n McGonag le. 

f. Captain McGonag l e , SECNAV, and CNO proceed to position one to 
review the troops. 

g. SOUND OFF (Na vy Band) 

h. Under the command of the Honor Guard Commande r, the troops pass 
in review and march fr c,m the par a de ground. 

5. In . the event of inclement weather the ceremony will be conducted in 
the Sail Loft i n building #112. 

6. The Official Pa rty will de par t Tingey House at 1125 and proceed to 
the Sail Loft to arrive at 1130. When t he Party enters the Sail Loft 
the s equence of events outli ned u nde r pa r agraph 4 above will take place 
except tha t t he pass in r eview will not be conducted r 



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS 

WASHINGTON , D .C. 20350 

FOR OFFI CIAL u::m om ... Y 

!1™0Rt1.~TDUM FOR Til.E CHIEF OF NAVAL PERSONNEL 
THE CHIEF OF I!lFOID1ATI0.1 
THE CHIEF OF LEGISIATIVE AFFAIRS 
COMMANDANT NAVAL DISTRICT WASHINGTON 

Subject: Medal of Honor Presentation on 11 June 1968 

IN REPLY REFER TO 

OP-09Bl 1./ j gs 
Ser 2088?09Bl 

Ref: (a) Spec . A.est . and Marine Corps Aide to SECNAV Memo of 
2'.J May 1968 (NOT.AL) 

(b) Spec . Asst. and Marine Corps Aide to SECNtW Memo o f 
31 May 1968 (NOTAL) 

1. 'Ihe President has ~pproved the award of the Medal of Honor to Captain 
William L . McGonagle, USN. 'i'he Secretary of the Navy nill make the 
presentation at 1130 on Tuesday 11 June 1968 at the Naval Ship Yard. Io 
accordance tvlth past practices for Medel of Honor presentations, assistance 
10 requested as listed below: 

a. Chief of Naval Pe'r3o~uel: 

(1) Make travel arrangements for those military and civilian 
personnel residing outside tho metropolitan area tmo will be guests of 
the Secretary of the Navy in nccordance with preecnt policy. 

(2) Insur adequate living accomnodatioru; are available for the 
abo.ve mentioned individualo for the pel:'iod 10 and 11 June. 

(3) P~pare invitations for the Secretary of the Navyts signature 
in accordance with the ~pp~ved gue!lt 11st. 

(4) Aa~•le and prepare for presentation all appurtenances 
to the ceremony. 

(S) Obtain funding necessary for transportation and living 
accommodationa an U.sted above. 

b. Chief of Information: 

( l) Prepare remarks to be delivered by the Secretary of the Navy, 
in coordination with OP-03 and OP-61. Said remarks are required by 6 June. 

(2) Prepare reco111DC.nded press release in accordance with 
refe-rencc (b). 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
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(3) Prepare press kits. 

OP-09811/ jg:. 
Ser 2088P09Bl 

(4) Assist Naval District ~ashington as necessary in the civil 
and media relati ons during the awardee'o stay in the lJashington, D.C. area. 

(5) Prepare memorandum for the press, to be rel eaoed by ASD(PA). 

c. Off ice of Legislative Affairs: 

(1) Recmmnend appropriate congressional attendance at the ceremony. 

(2) Provide escorts and transportation as app~opriate. 

(3) Assist in coordinating legislative affairs during thi s period . 

d. Naval District Washington: 

(1) Make arrangements for and conduct the ceremony at 1130 on 
Tu sday 11 June 1968. Pl ns should include arrangements for both a fair and 
a foul weather pre:1entation. 

( 2 ) Provide public 4f faira assistance during the awardee's stay in 
Washington, D.c. 

(3) Provide escort officers, telephone watch, and transportation 
during this pe-riod. 

(4) Prep re a schedule of events for the auardee and hi• immediate 
family during their stay in U.ashington, D. c. 

2 . The Chief of Naval Operations' proje.ct officer for thi s ceremony is 
LCDR L. G. _HAGEMAN~ USN~ (pr.cne X-53530 or 53935), room 4D416 . In view 
of the limited time for preparation for this ceremony"'.,. it is requested 
that~ where appropriate, information copieo be provided directly to the 
Special Assistant and Marine Corps Aide to the Secretary of t he Navy . 

Very respectfully> 

--- · P. E. HARTM/~NN 
Ass1sfanf Vice Chief of Naval Operaticn~

Director of Naval Administration 
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~ , A~PLICATION FO EHROL_LM "NT ON THE MeOAL OF HO 'OR ROLL 
• ·AND~~ THE PENSION AUTHORIZED BY THE ACT OF CONGRESS 

APPROVE_D AUGUST ·u, 1961 

NAM&: OF APPLICANT (Laat Name• F_lrat Name• Middle Initial) CiRADE, RATE OR RANK 

Mc GONAGLE, William L. Captain 

DATE OP' APPI.ICATION 

2 JULY 1968 

SERVICE NUMBER 

494467 
P'RESENT BRANCH l)pr SERVICE DATE OF BIRTH PL.ACE OF BIRTH 

U. S. NAVY 19 NOV 1925 Wichita, Kansas 
DATE (Flral enlorod aer'f'lce) BRANCH OF .SERVICE (Flr■ I anl•t•d) PLACE OF ENTRY (Fltat entered) 

25 JAN 1944 U. S. NAVY Los Angeles, California 
I DO HEREBY MAKE APPLICATION FOR ENROLLMENT ON THE MEDAL OF HONOR ROLL. 

(Check one) 

~ I DESIRE TO -'CCEPT THE ACCOMP-'NYING S1O0.00. PENSION. 
0 I ·CO NOT DESIRE TO ACCEPT THE -'CCOMP-'NYING S1O0,O0 PENSION. 

w H1L E sERv1NG .-.s _.;..Co_rrm_a_n_d_e_r ____ . 
(Grade, Rate or R.,k) 

_u_._s_._N_A_V_Y _____ ,w.-.sAwARoE0THE_,u_?_s_._N_A_v_v ___ _ 
(Branch ol service) (Army, Navy, Alt Force) 

MEDAL OF HONOR IN RECOGNITION OF SERVICE RENOEREO AT USS LIBERTY (AGTR 5) ON 8-9 JUNE 1967" _...._ ____ --'------"--- (Dale) 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THIS SERVICE IS AS FOLLOWS: 

or cons~~cuous gallantry and intrepidity at the ris~ of his life above and beyond the 
~all of duty as Commanding Officer,' USS LIBERTY (AGTR 5) in the Eastern Mediterranean 
~n 8-9 June 1967. Sailing in international waters, the LIBERTY was attacked withou; 
~arning by jet fighter aircraft and motor torpedo boats which inflicted many casualties 
among the crew and caused extreme damage to the ship. Although severly wounded during 
~he first air attack, Captain fthen Commander) McGonagle remained at his battle station 
bn the badly damaged beidge and, with full .kno,vledge of the seriousness of his wounds, ·· 
ubordinated his own welfare to the safety and survival of his corrmand. Steadfastly 
•efusing any treat~ent which would take him away from his post, he calmly continued to 
~xercise firm command of his ship, directed its defense, supervised the control of 
:loading and fire, and sew to the care of the casualties. Captain Mc Gonagle's 
,yt:raordinary valor .under these conditions inspired the surviving members o_f the 

~RTY's crew, many of them seriously wounded. to heroic efforts to overcome the battle 
iamage and keep the ship afloat. Subsequent to the attack, although in great pain and 
✓eak from the loss of blood, Captain Mc Gonagle remained at his battle station and 
·ontinued to conn his ship for mor~ than s·eventeen hours. It was onl~ after rendezvous 
Jith a United States destroyer that he-relinquished personal control of the LIBERTY and 
)ennitted himalf to be removed from the bridge. Even then, he refused much needed 

I 
I ., 

I 
; 
I 

hedical attention until convinced that the seriously wounded among his crew had been tre ted 
(Check. appropriate bo,reo and enter data ae required) • 

,-y--, · Captain, U.S. NAVY 
. L::J CURRENTLY SERVING ON -'CTIVE DUTY WITH GR-'OE, R-'TE OR R-'NK OF ______________ _ 

D OISCH-'RGEO D RETIRED D TRANSFERRED TO IN-'CTIVE O_UTY ON 

WITH GR-'OE, RATE OR RANK OF 
PERMANENT ADDRESS FOR MAILING PURPOSES 
(Street Add••••• City, Zone and Slate) 

USS KILAUEA (AE 26) 
FPO NEW YORK, NEW YORK 09501 

(Date) 



r Mr. cCon l , 

Thank you for your 
expreeaed eppr~ciation 
and cond ct of the c r 
of Honor o your brot 

3 

letter of 16 June in which you 
r lativ t th e n,IN!!!Da)'!I: 

oy in precenttn t 
r, Capt in ill .oGonagle. 

/?!RS· /JI ec;'sdN/fGL ~ 
pleuur to •~ you d ~ 

&lao ex ely gratifying o tir. t atius, aelf, 
•m r to all Navy peraonnel to ave o of our 

n rec iv the nation'• hi heat award. 

A cop of you lett r will be fon, rded to the 
andant, ' val Oiatrict uht ton, o will aee 

that C and r Daweon &nd Lie t nta rueb and hri 
r appri• d of your appreciation for ea st •• 

• cGo a le 
• 6th Averue 

iahCJIU 7 112 

ORIG: OP-09B12 x53161 
m.finnegan 25 J\:leR 68 
RSI/ none J&Jn -€ 

tncer ly, 

T. 
U • • • Navy 



~rhetlule nf Gfuenfzi 
fnr 

~ al Iiietlal nf ?4nnnr 
Ahtartlee 

Cllitptain Billiam· 111 Iiir~nnagle 
mlniteb ~fates Nahl! 

antl 11iami11! 

MONDAY, 10 JUNE 

through 

WEDNESDAY, 12 JUNE 1968 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

for 
CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR AWARDEE 

CAPTAIN WILLIAM L. McGONAGLE 
United States Navy 

and FAMILY 

Monday, 10 June through Wednesday, 12 June 1968 

----~----
Monday 10 June 1968 

1228 Arrive Washington National Airport on American Airlines Flight 
Number 475 from Boston, Massachusetts (meet escort officers and 

1400 

1530 

1600 

1700 

2000 

liaison officer) . 

HalLo 
Arlingt 
and LT 
gravesite 
changing 

1. - :t:.~,? -
--.: -es LCDR Armstrong 

d Robert F. Kennedy 
ldier and observe the 

Depart Arl · Mount Vernon via Old 
Town Alexa 

~~ 
Dinner on the Terrace at Shoreham Hotel with entire family and 
shipmates. (Dinner show will be the Doodletown Pipers at 2200.) 

2300 Secure. 

Tuesday 11 June 1968 

07 30 Breakfast in quarters at Shoreham Hotel. 

0900 Depart Shoreham Hotel for tour of The White House. 

0930 Arrive at the east gate of The White House. 

1115 Arrive at Tingey House in the Washington Navy Yard-Home of 
RADM Elliott Loughlin, USN, Commandant, Naval District 
Washington. Meet the Hon. Paul R. Ignatius, Secretary of the 
Navy and Admiral Thomas H. Moorer, USN, Chief of Naval 
Operations. 

1120 Family departs Tingey House for ceremony seating. 



1128 Official party departs Tingey House. 

1130 Official party arrives at quarterdeck, Leutze Park. The Secretary of 
the Navy receives full arrival honors. Official presentation of The 
Congressional Medal of Honor to Captain William L. McGonagle, 
USN by The Secretary of the Navy 

1230 

1330 

1430 

1600 

1715 

17}0 

1930 

Pass in Review Ceremony. 
Secure from Leutze Park. 

Arrive in Congressman John V. Tunney's chambers. Lunch in the 
House Dining Room. 

Visit gallery of the United States House of Re resentatives-observe 
citation from nney. 

Depart Memorial-
W as 
Arri 
l?)ep 

!10 

Senators 
featured.) 

on 
s night is 

2300 Secure. 

Wednesday 12 June 19 

0730 Breakfast in q--...··""'"'.,.,.,, ' 
0900 Depart Shore a 

1000 

1200 

1330 

1500 

1530 

Arrive at N av 
the Academy. 

Depart The Harbor House for Shoreham Hotel via motor tour of 
Annapolis. 

Check out and depart Shoreham Hotel for Washington Navy Yard. 

Farewell call on RADM Loughlin (a press conference, if requested, 
will be conducted at this time) . 

1630 Visit Naval Historical Display Center (Museum) and Navy Combat 
Art Gallery. 

1745 Depart Washington Navy Yard for National Airport. 
1815 Arrive at American Airlines, National Airport, to board Flight 

Number 548 for Boston, Massachusetts. 

1830 Depart Washington, D. C. for further assignments. 



<!Iriteria -for Atttarb 

The Medal of Honor, established by Joint Resolution of Congress 12 July 
1862 ( amended by Act of 9 July 1918 and Act of 25 July 1963) is awarded 
in the name of Congress co a person who, while a member of the Armed 
Forces, distinguishes himself conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at 
the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while engaged in an 
action against any enemy of the United Scates, while engaged in military 
operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force ; or while 
serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict against 
an opposing armed force in which the United Scates is not a belligerent 
parry. The deed performed muse have been one of personal bravery or 
self-sacrifice so conspicuous as co clearly distinguish the individual above 
his comrades and muse have involved risk of life. Incontestable proof of 
the performance of service is exacted and eacp. recommendation for award 
of chis decoration is considered on the standard of extraordinary merit. 
Eligibility is limited co members of the Armed Forces of the United States 
in active Federal military service. 



Briefing Guide for Escort Officers 

concerning 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

for 

CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR 
Awardee 

CAPTAIN WILLIAM M. McGONAGLE 
United States Navy 

Monday 10 June 
through 

Wednesday 12 June 1968 

Project Officer for Chief of Naval )perations 
Lieutenant Commander Lyle Hageman OXford 53530 

Liaison Officersi 
Commander Larry Jenkins 
Bureau of Naval Personnel 

Commander Jack Dawson 
Naval District Washington, D.C. 

Staff Duty Officer 
Naval District Washington, D.C. 

Transportation Coordinator 
Naval District Washington, D.C. 
Operations Office 

Armed Forces Police 

O.liord 41770 

OXford 32354 
OXford 32678 

(Home:360-4695) 

OXford 32607 

OXford 32607 

OXford 32393 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
OFFICE OF THE SECRET ARY 

WASHINGTON, D . C . 20350 

I 

. I 9 fE.B 1968 ~ 

- ~ - / l . ~ ~Y-
r!, ,,~4'4, (Unclassified upon removal of basic corresponr dence and supplementary summary) 

. , . 
. MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

Subj: Submission of Medal of Honor for approval 

Enclosed are the basic correspondence, proposed 
citation, certificate, folder, Medal of Honor and container 
appropriately engraved, supplementary -summary of the rec
ommendation, and a forwarding memorandum to the President · 
for your signature for the award of the Medal pf H<:>nor for 
Captain William L. McGONAGLE, USN, for service as Com
manding Officer, USS LIBERTY (AGTR 5) while operating in 
the Eastern Mediterranean on 8 June 196?. 

I firmly believe the Nation's highest award is appro
priate in this case and strongly recommend your approval . 

• 



.. 

• 

- ----

.. 

THE SECRET ARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 

. r~rr4~~r (Unclassified upon removal of suppiementary 
'f~.J.. summary} 

. . , . 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Proposed Award of the Medal of Honor 

Secretary of the Navy has recommended, and I concur in, 
award of the Medal of Honor for Captain William Loren 
McGONAGLE, U. S. Navy, for gallant conduct described 
in the attached citation and supplementary summary . 

The file of correspondence supporting this recommendation 
is available if you wish to review it. 

Att 

• 

I 

r 

I 
i 
I 
i 

! 



r. ·,Mi'": •·~ · ~ · ··\, 

.,Cap:tairi • William Loren ijcHloriagle 
' ·.··. ·' ' ·. . ._ ,, . ' .. !.,J-:'· ,~. :,,. ~ 

Date of b:i.rth.: 

.. 
wi'f~': 

Children: 

Parents: 

·sister: 

> '.1." 1·... (,, 

19 Nov81Itber' ·192 

Wichita, · ·;~ti'.~: 
. .. 

. • 1 '•'.,..,, 

Protea · 

. '' ~-'. 
J')1 

1':~· . 

:· Mr · 
22 . 
Coha.sset, Maes , 

, · · .~ )_'.''A/ i~:._:·/ ;~t~ ·. · · . 
Cindy ··r.ou .}fcG6riag (·daughte 
Sandra Sue' Mc'Gop.a ,:; ('.i:laught.· 
William t. MeGona -~;. Jr / .. ( s 

(a<ldr.ess ·sam ,, . 
Decea·sed .. 

' ,; \-·~jt>:{ .. 
Mrs. ' Ralph .. 
2209· W.1: Linc 
Long; ,.Beach, 

••l· 

'
1Al vaii .. E;,\i~cG ' 
Box -66,\ Route J 

. . . Steve~~.; P_oi~t f t_ s, 
;i•~...-\ I .. •, ·• l •., .•' .• ~ .• i' ', •• .L ;: '. •~}~ 

· Coachella.: Valley 'Union .. Hi' 
. , ·h.;. ;, 

University or'. Recµands, · 'R 
University of Southern· . 

. , .
1 

BA ( History} . . ;: , •. 
.University of Idajlo : · 

<' ~ ~~ r. , ' ) ~. • 

ry of Service 
. i·. 

28 January 1944 25 , Se . 
26 ·september -1946 - 13t J'Uii 
14 June· 1947 ~ Ensign, -:USN 
6 June -l950 · Lieutenant J 
1 July --1953 Lieutenan'b

1
' . 

1 July . 1958 Lieutenant;'. C 
1 J u1:y 1963 - Commander ·•. ' 
2 October 1967 - Capt& . 

•. DutY Station 

USS FRANK KNOX ( DDR-? 42) 
Asst Engineering, 

Officer 

SS PARTRlOOE (~31) · 
.. A~st:,,:Eng.~~~r1ng,p rr1_, 
. i}, .... ;~:· ' . ' ' 



US$ KITE (AMS-22) 
Engineering Officer 

· Na.val Advanced Base, 
Br$nerhaven, Ger.itiany 
• OIC,· M...Class MineS1tleepers 

·~~val ·communication .Station, .·. 
! _,Philadelphia, ·Pennsylvania . ·. _·,': -: .. 

· ·- ·. Ad.min Asst Officer , . '."' · · , t/ 
' . • ' T' I•_:•\ ! i '\~•~:<( .. ,:-·~•~ 

USS ROCHESTER (CA-124) ,,--,. 
·First.Lieutenant 

· uss· MATACO · ( ATF-86) 
Commanding· Officer • 

Uni ver~ity of Idaho . . . 
. Naval Weapons Instructor 

/;_· ~ . . . 
,, t.' 

·l 

.USS RECLAIMER (AR_S-42) 
CoID!!]Bnding. Officer 

Staff~ , Co~nder Service Force·; 
U .s,~;,.Pacific Fleet · . :. ••t) · 
Currf3nt Operations . Officer.·,::'· .:~:,, . 

. ,,,' i- •. ' · ):/ l, ',. 

USS LIBERTY (AGTR-5}: . ,. 
..' t '.· · · ~- : .Co~ding ·Off:i:cer 

... ~ iJ1 .. r • .f1 . ,'f··:.-\ , . . . -t:·· ,, \ 

'U$9 i *ILAUEA, (AE-26) .,, . . . 
Pr;c>Sp~ctive Commanding Office~ , 

, I_J . 1.,,, I 

June 1950 

_Jan 1952 

Aug 1953 

-Tan 1955 

Feb 1957 

Jan 1959 

Jul 1961 

Oct, 1963 

Apr 1966 

Nov 1967 

Decorations · and Medals 

"•i;• "'I 

le Heart> / . . .. ,,:. 
esidential ,. Unit, Ci ta:ttori' . 

.. aW;arded tl:l& .'.;uss : KITE ',J ,' ' ' 
erican Ce.mpa:i~ ;Medal i _'.r 

· rld ·war II- ' V:fo,tory Meda . 
'li'y' "Occupatien ·':Servio,e·--~ i ~ . · 
IIAsia" •. a ope" i' ~ls.$ ·' ·· 
'na Se ·. 1 '· ' l~t / r 
. ionai ' Sertice ·-M' 

•'·n Se · 1·> , ,", .;_,_~:~- · ~ 
. . ' . ' ~-

ed. Fof tionar!VM'.e&l (Taiwan) 
tad Na ' ice .,Medal ,;; . · ,<' · 

n Pr e . 1 .unt1t -- · tion 

Aug 1951 

Jul 1953 

Nov 1954 

Jan 1957 

Jan 1959 

Jun 1961 

Jul 1963 

Feb 1966 

Oct 1967 

present 
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POINT PAPER 

Subj: JCS 2478/74-1 - llec011111endation for Award of the Medal of Honor (KOR) (U) 

POSITIONS 

Navy: Concur in the paper 

Army/I«:: Concur in the paper 

AF: Attack the paper baaed on the -rite of the caae including length 
of action, damage, force• involved, etc. 

~ 

1. Attack la1ted 40-45 llinute1. 

2, Six -ep1 by 8/4 A/C bollbin&, atrafing, rocket, and incendiary attack•. 
Attacked by 3 MTB torpedo and •chine &Wt•• 

3, Damage: Torpedo bit hd atarboard aide below -ter line • extensive 1 
top 1ide damage• ship control and comunication1 knoa\ted out - lo•• of 
1teering and electrical power, Suatained 821 other hit• fr011 bomb, rocket 
and •chine gun fire. 

4, 204 ca1ualtie1, 43 dead and 161 wounded - total crew 296, 

5. COil KcGONAGLE ■evenly \IOunded by shrapnel in right leg, aubaequently 
requiring 5 day• hospitalization in ahip. 

6, CDl KcGCJIAGLE caa.nded ahip from attack to rendeivoua • 17 hours, 
In tradition of the Su, In apite of limited facilities including lose 
of ateering and internal coiaunications, by applying profesaional 
knowledge, akill, • jury rig• aanaged to keep ahtp afloat, Speed reduced 
to four knota, llefuaed all but nadiaentary first aid on the bridge until 
the ahip we aafe, 

7. XO, OPS, end c~ Officer• killed. 

8. COil Kc<n!AGLE' • action• clearly· alo•tt and beyond call of duty and rHulted 
in uving hh ahip. 

NOTE: Source - USS LIBERTY, leport, Bd of Inquiry 

DISTRIBUTION: 
Origina l and l copy (CNO (via OP- O6) 
2 copies - OP- O6 
2 copies - OP- 6O 
l copy - OP- O1 

copy - OP- 6O2C 

Page 1 of l pages 
Copy no __ of __ copies 
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